
Scope and Sequence
UDL/AT Immersion - Virtual Sessions

Overall Learner Outcomes
At the end of these trainings, participants will increase competence and confidence with:
● Understanding that UDL often requires us to shift conventional thinking about instruction - to remove barriers,

consider learning variability and eliminate the myth of the average student.
● Reflecting on how UDL creates opportunities for intentional instructional design that accounts for the wide swath of

student backgrounds and learning needs.
● Understanding the UDL framework and how the parts of it interrelate.
● Understanding when it might be necessary for a more individualized approach to identify specific strategies and

tools.
● Building foundational key beliefs about supporting learners with assistive technology.
● Understanding the requirements for providing assistive technology, and the purpose for developing and supporting

their role in the AT Considertion process.
● Understanding where barriers in the classroom are found (the environment, not the student), and possible

strategies and resources to eliminate them.
● Understanding the components of an AT Consideration process.

Session 1: Grounding Our Work in UDL

What you’ll learn: What you’ll get better at:

The Myth of Average: You will consider that there are no
average learners, and that designing instruction based on
the “average” student is not effective.

● Considering the many ways we all are variable, and

that this can also be context specific. Applying this to

the students I work with.

Embracing Variability: You will consider the variability
within yourself and your learners and that teaching to the
edges is needed to address all learners.

● Understanding UDL as an instructional design

framework that supports you in recognizing and

anticipating a wide range of learner variability across

the learning environment.

Removing Barriers: You will discover that barriers are
found in the learning environment and not the students.

● Recognizing how UDL creates opportunities for

intentional instructional design that supports

eliminating barriers to students’ learning.

Getting to Know the Guidelines: You will be introduced to
the UDL guidelines, created by CAST,  as a scaffold for
teachers to use as they build flexibility into the learning
environment.

● Understanding how the framework relates to what
we know about how we learn, and in order to
support learners we must activate the engagement,
representation and action and expression networks of
our brains.

Session 2: Making a Case for Assistive Technology

What you’ll learn: What you’ll get better at:

Two Sides of the Same Coin: UDL and AT are perfect
partners. When UDL is in place, a student with a disability
may find that the barriers he experienced in previous
settings are removed, negating the need to identify and
use additional tools or supports.

● Reflecting on what each contributes to developing
accessible learning environments (universal) and
meeting the needs of students (individual).

Defining Technology: It is important for educators to have ● Understanding how a range of digital tools fit into



a shared understanding related to the variety of
technologies used in educational settings and their
purpose in the classroom by teachers and students.

both educational/instructional and adaptive/assistive
technologies and that when use them universally, all
students benefit and fit in.

AT Mandates: There are several different laws that
mandate our provision of services around AT that need to
be considered in building and implementing a model for
service delivery.

● Understanding the basic legal requirements for
considering and providing assistive technology.

The AT Continuum: The AT Continuum can refer to levels of
tools (no/low, mid or high tech), strategies (adult directed,
adult facilitated, student owned), and supports (training,
direct instruction, consult and collaboration).

● Becoming more familiar with different levels of tools,
strategies and services to consider in best supporting
your students, and how to “release” responsibility to
ensure students develop independence and
autonomy.

What Gets in the Way? Implementing assistive technology
effectively can be challenging, and in our current model
there are many challenges that have been
well-documented that need to be considered.

● Reflecting on what has gotten in the way with the
current model of AT service delivery in order to plan
more effectively as we shift models.

Session 3: Building a Model to Support Our Students

What you’ll learn: What you’ll get better at:

Accessible Curriculum for All - a Tiered Approach: Using a
tiered approach, with universal design and site or
team-based decision making to support broadening the
range of strategies and tools our students with disabilities
have access to will improve outcomes for our students.

● Understanding where you fit in with a tiered model of
supports.

The UDL Approach to Removing Barriers: The UDL
framework provides us with scaffolds (the UDL Guidelines)
and lesson design strategies that enable us to proactively
identify barriers and create more variability and options for
our students.

● Developing some strategies to use when designing
instruction with the lens of removing barriers and
embedding options that meet the needs of more
learners.

Introduction to AT Consideration: AT Consideration is a
team-based approach for decision-making around assistive
technology needs. It is a required component of the IEP for
every student with a disability.

● Understanding what this process requires from IEP
team members and how it can be used to eliminate
barriers for specific learners.

Independent Module and Practice: Introduction to AT Consideration/Considering My Student and Prioritizing Needs

● Understanding the important steps to take in an AT Consideration process.
● Familiarizing myself with resources and tools to support an AT Consideration process.
● Practice with: Considering Your Student and Identifying Priorities to Problem-Solve:

○ Identifying areas of need, related to a student’s disability, and clarifying challenges and possible barriers to

access that may need addressing.

○ Prioritizing what we want the student to be able to do, consider environments and strategies or tool features

needed, and whether what’s in place is working.


